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Enjoy the View
Cabarrus is home to rich cultural attractions

Story by Kevin Litwin
Photography by Todd Bennett

C

abarrus County is already a
destination for motorsports
and shopping, but beyond
cars and stores, the region
also offers a rich and varied
cultural experience.
From galleries and live theater
to music and dance, the arts scene

is alive and well throughout the
community. For example, one
of the many major attractions is
the Gem Theatre, a single-screen
movie house in Kannapolis that
opened in 1936 and still operates
to this day.
“The Gem is also one of only

a few movie theaters in the nation
that still offers some balcony
seating,” says Steve Morris, Gem
Theatre owner. “The venue is
beautiful, and seats an amazing
916 people, and we show first-run
movies. We proudly celebrated
our 75th anniversary in 2011 and
annually host a Modern Film Fest
every fall.”
GALLERIES AND THEATER
Overseeing many of the
cultural goings-on in the county
is the Cabarrus Arts Council, a
Concord-based organization that
curates four galleries and operates
the Davis Theatre performing arts
venue. All of the galleries and the
theater are in the historic 1876
Cabarrus Courthouse where
the council is headquartered.
The council also promotes arts
organizations in the region ranging
from ballet troupes to choral
groups to community theater.
“Our four downstairs galleries

“Our four downstairs galleries host well-regarded
Right: A visitor tours the Cabarrus Arts
Council’s galleries in Concord, located
inside the historic Cabarrus Courthouse.
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themed art exhibitions throughout the year…”

CC AA BB AA RR RR UU SS RR EE GG II OO NN

BUSINESSCLIMATE.COM/CABARRUS-COUNTY

Share with a friend
Easily share an interesting article, stunning photo or
advertisement of your business on Facebook, Twitter
or via email.

HAVE A BLOG OR WEBSITE?
Embed the digital magazine into your site to add compelling
information about the successful businesses located here,
what it’s like to work here and why it’s a great place to live.

DO MORE THAN JUST
READ ABOUT IT
Hear from decision-makers at leading companies, see video
of the region’s success stories and find links to useful
demographic information and information sources.

businessclimate.com/cabarrus-county
4

C a b a rr u s R e g i o n

21

business

®

C a b arr us R e g i o n , N or th Ca ro l ina
201 2 Edition , volum e 3

®

Content Director Bill McMeekin

C a b a rru s R e g i o n

Proofreading Manager Raven Petty
Content Coordinator Jessica Walker
Staff Writer Kevin Litwin
Contributing writers Cary Estes,
Bill Lewis, Betsy Williams

ONLINE

l i f e s t y l e | w o r k s t y l e | d i gg i n g d e e p e r | v i d eo | l i n k t o u s | a d v e r t i s e | c o n ta c t u s | s i t e m a p

business

CONNECTIONS

An online resource at

businessclimate.com/cabarrus-county

Senior Graphic Designers Laura Gallagher,
Janine Maryland, Kris Sexton, jake shores, Vikki Williams
Graphic Designers Rachael Gerringer,
Taylor nunley, kacey passmore

digital Magazine >>

Senior Photographers Jeff Adkins, Brian McCord

buSineSS

Staff Photographers Todd Bennett,
Antony Boshier, mitchell franz

®

color imaging technician alison hunter
Senior Integrated Media Manager ruth martineau

CabaRRuS Region, noRth CaRoLina

Ad Production Manager Katie Middendorf

Shh, Movie’s
Starting

Ad Traffic Assistants Krystin Lemmon, Patricia Moisan

Region has lead role
in films, TV production

Chairman Greg Thurman
President/Publisher Bob Schwartzman

What’s
in Store

Executive Vice President Ray Langen

Major retail draws
shoppers downtown

Senior V.P./Sales Todd Potter
Senior V.P./Operations Casey Hester
Senior V.P./Client Development Jeff Heefner
Senior V.P./business Development Scott Templeton
Senior V.P./Agribusiness Publishing kim holmberg
V.P./business Development Clay Perry

businessclimate.com/cabarrus - county

Where
Racing Lives

Lifestyle
Find out what it’s like to live in Cabarrus and
what makes the region such a special place to be.

V.P./external communications Teree Caruthers
V.P./Visual Content Mark Forester
V.P./Content Operations Natasha Lorens
V.P./travel publishing susan chappell
V.P./Sales Rhonda Graham, Herb Harper, Jarek Swekosky

SponSoRed by the CabaRRuS RegionaL ChaMbeR of CoMMeRCe | 2012

Read the magazine on
your computer, zoom in
on articles and link to
advertiser websites.

Controller Chris Dudley
Senior Accountant Lisa Owens
Accounts Payable Coordinator Maria McFarland

site guide >>

Accounts Receivable Coordinator Diana Guzman
Sales Support Coordinator Alex Marks

Find available commercial

Sales Support project manager sara quint

and industrial properties

system administrator Daniel cantrell
Web Creative Director Allison Davis

with our searchable database.

Web Content Manager John Hood
Web project manager noy fongnaly
Web Designer II richard stevens

success
breeds success >>

Web Development Lead Yamel Hall
Web Developer I Nels noseworthy
Photography Director Jeffrey S. Otto
Creative Services Director Christina Carden
Creative Technology Analyst Becca ary
Audience Development Director Deanna Nelson

Workstyle
We shine a spotlight on innovative companies
in Cabarrus.

new media assistant alyssa dicicco
Distribution Director Gary Smith

Meet the people who set the
pace for business innovation.
Dig Deeper >>

Executive Secretary Kristy Duncan
Human Resources Manager Peggy Blake

Plug into the community with

Receptionist Linda Bishop

links to local websites and
resources to give you a big
picture of the region.

Business Images Cabarrus Region is published annually
by Journal Communications Inc. and is distributed through
the Cabarrus Regional Chamber of Commerce.
For advertising information or to direct questions or comments
about the magazine, contact Journal Communications Inc.
at (615) 771-0080 or by email at info@jnlcom.com.

Demographics >>
A wealth of demographic

For more information, contact:

and statistical information

Cabarrus Regional Chamber of Commerce
3003 Dale Earnhardt Blvd. • Kannapolis, NC 28083
Phone: (704) 782-4000 • Fax: (704) 782-4050
www.cabarrus.biz

puts the community at
your fingertips.

Visit Business Images Cabarrus Region online
at businessclimate.com/cabarrus-county
©Copyright 2012 Journal Communications Inc.,
725 Cool Springs Blvd., Suite 400, Franklin, TN 37067,
(615) 771-0080. All rights reserved. No portion of this magazine
may be reproduced in whole or in part without written consent.
Member
Member

Our award-winning photographers give you
a virtual tour of unique spaces, places and faces.

The Association of Magazine Media
Custom Content Council

guide to services >>

See the Video

Find links to a cross section
of goods and services special
to the community.

go online

Member Cabarrus Regional Chamber of Commerce

businessclimate.com/cabarrus-county
b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y

5

Overview

The Good Life Meets a Great Place to Work
business and pleasure make a perfect match in Cabarrus County, N.C.
Cabarrus County has fashioned
square-foot public-private venture
from galleries to live theater, music
and dance, make Cabarrus County
a diverse and sophisticated economy
created by visionary David H.
an exceptional place to live and work.
that ranges from advanced
Murdock to foster collaboration and
manufacturing to logistics to life
further knowledge in biotechnology,
sciences. Its unique cultural and
nutrition, agriculture and health.
For more information, contact:
Cabarrus County offers quality
recreation opportunities have also
Cabarrus Regional
health care, exceptional schools,
made the region – which includes
Chamber of Commerce
access to outstanding higher
Concord, Harrisburg, Kannapolis,
3003 Dale Earnhardt Blvd., Suite 2
education
opportunities
and
major
Midland and Mount Pleasant –
Kannapolis, NC 28083
entertainment and retail offerings,
a major visitor destination with
(704) 782-4000
such as the 200-store Concord Mills
an impressive tourism sector that
Mall.
An
array
of
cultural
experience,
www.cabarruschamber.org
is a key component of the economy.
From its choice location in the
Charlotte, N.C., metro, Cabarrus
County is home to more than
Cabarrus Region
179,000 residents and grew nearly
36 percent between 2000 and 2010.
Its expanding roster of industry
77
includes companies on the L. Norman
cutting edge of innovation.
Mooresville
Its central location, transportation
infrastructure, skilled workforce,
hospitality options, retail and service
industries offer businesses the
Davidson
resources, people and competitive
Kannapolis
Richfield
advantages crucial to success.
Cabarrus County is the center
of the U.S. motorsports industry,
Huntersville
Concord
which supports thousands of jobs
49
and brings hundreds of thousands
of visitors to the region each year.
85
Home to the Charlotte Motor
Speedway complex, a specialized
labor pool and a well-developed
52
supplier chain, the region supports
Mt. Pleasant
more than 200 motorsports-related
firms from race teams to research
Harrisburg
24
facilities to media companies.
Midland
A centerpiece of bioscience
development is the North Carolina
Research Campus, a 1 million-

CABARRUS

Charlotte
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Almanac
A Party Palace
The Grapes of Prosperity
North Carolina is home to more than 100 vineyards,
many of them in the region that includes Cabarrus County.
Rocky River Vineyards in Midland planted its first vine in
2003, and has steady irrigation from the Big Meadow Creek.
Rocky River produces wines made from Muscadine grapes,
a variety of dry wines and nonalcoholic wines. Rocky River
includes a tasting room and gift shop.
With its location in a tranquil setting, the vineyard is also a popular
destination for weddings, receptions, meetings and banquets.
Two other nearby wineries include Childress Vineyards,
known for producing several unique flavors among three
wine collections, and Old Stone Vineyard and Winery, which
has won numerous awards including the 2008 Muscadine Cup
and a Double Gold award at the North Carolina State Fair.

Cabarrus Arena & Events Center can really put
on a show, considering it offers more meeting,
banquet and exhibit space per square foot
than any other venue in Cabarrus County.
The center’s innovative exhibition facilities
include ample ceiling height, direct access
to loading doors, a flexible floor plan and
2,500 on-site parking spaces.
In addition, the center’s proximity to the 200-store
Concord Mills Mall retail complex, 10 hotel chains
and downtown Charlotte makes it an ideal location
to host events ranging from family reunions and
wedding receptions to banquets, commercial
trade shows, concerts and sporting events.
Go to www.cabarrusarena.com for more.

The Home Team’s Home
CMC-NorthEast Stadium is home to the
Kannapolis Intimidators, a Class A affiliate
of the Chicago White Sox.
The stadium has a seating capacity of 4,700,
as well as reserved-seating sections, luxury
suites and a box seat area. For those critical
snacks and beverages in the seventh-inning
stretch, CMC-NorthEast Stadium serves up
treats in two concessions stands and numerous
specialty stands.
To enjoy these snacks, fans can sit at the stadium’s
picnic shelter while the kids play in the playground
area. For more, go to IntimidatorsBaseball.com.
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Showing Off
Your Heritage
Historic Cabarrus Association Inc. is a nonprofit
organization that preserves the history of
Cabarrus County and the city of Concord.
Today, the association operates two
museums in Concord – the Concord Museum
and the Cabarrus County Veterans Museum.
The Concord Museum houses items of
historical significance to the community,
such as artifacts and documents, while the
Cabarrus County Veterans Museum presents
exhibits that honor the county’s veterans
who have served in various conflicts.
Learn more at www.historiccabarrus.org.

A Greener Footprint
for Shoe Seller
One of Cabarrus County’s major employers is the largest
private shoe retailer in the United States. Concord-based
Shoe Show operates more than 1,100 stores in
36 states under such well-known brand names
as Shoe Show, Shoe Dept. and Burlington Shoes.
Shoe Show is turning its attention toward reducing its
environmental footprint by installing 250,000 square
feet of solar panels at its Kannapolis distribution facility.
Shoe Show’s use of solar technology signals its
commitment to innovation and prosperity through
efficiency. The panels will generate five megawatts of
power. Once completed, this will be the largest rooftop
solar project in North Carolina and the second-largest
in the country. For more, go to www.shoeshow.com.

Appreciating the Entire
Community’s Art
The Cabarrus County Museum of Fine Art & AfricanAmerican History, pictured above, promotes and
teaches the appreciation of fine art while researching,
preserving and exhibiting the cultural history of
the county’s past and present Native-American,
African-American and Mexican-American communities.
The museum was incorporated in North Carolina in
2002 as the Davis Museum to honor Bernard Davis Jr.,
the Cabarrus County native who started the operation.
In 2005, the museum changed its name to better reflect
its commitment to the arts and history of local minorities,
and now includes two galleries open to the public.

b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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Where the Green
Thumbs Go
After years of being subjected to
nature’s elements, the Memorial
Garden in Concord, pictured to the
left, began to show its age. After all,
the garden was built in 1804.
Now, the garden is in bloom again,
thanks to recent renovations that
have restored many of its features
including stone resting benches and
an ancient stone walking foundation.
This 3-acre facility features a wide
array of flowers and plants including
beds of pansies, hyacinths, daffodils,
azaleas and more than 14,000 tulips
in the spring; numerous annuals in
the summer; and magnolias,
dogwoods, roses and twisted crape
myrtles year round. Admission is free.

Keeping the
Music Alive
rendering Courtesy of Carolina Courts

To preserve and showcase the state’s
rich musical heritage, the North Carolina
Music Hall of Fame in Kannapolis displays
artifacts and memorabilia of diverse
musicians from Charlie Daniels to Donna
Fargo to Thelonius Monk to Andy Griffith.

A New Place to Play
Sports and recreation play a major role in Cabarrus County’s high
quality of life, and a new venue is helping residents and visitors get
their sport on.
Carolina Courts is constructing a $3.9 million, multi-use sports
center in downtown Concord. The new 47,000-square-foot facility,
which opened in June 2012, will include basketball and volleyball
courts, a fitness center and training lab operated by Rhymer Fitness.

Among the musical pioneers inducted
into the hall is Eddie Ray, one of the first
African-American music industry executives,
who helped shape the industry through
his work in music production and as a
commissioner on the Copyright Royalty
Tribunal for the United States.
Ray’s efforts directly contributed to the
success of numerous artists including Fats
Domino, Pink Floyd and Sammy Davis Jr., to
name a few. The Hall of Fame is a nonprofit
organization and admission is free. Visit
northcarolinamusichalloffame.org for more.

The venue is expected to draw 150,000 to 200,000 visits annually
from residents and out-of-town guests, and will create nearly
$32,000 per year in tax revenue for the city and county
governments, as well as increased profits for nearby businesses.
Go to www.carolinacourts.com for more.
b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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Concord Mills shopping mall attracts both
Cabarrus County residents and tourists.
photos by Todd Benne t t

Great Wolf Lodge in Concord
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Business Climate

Going for
the Gold

Cabarrus County
strikes it rich as
a visitor destination

Story by Betsy Williams

F

rom panning for gold at the
Reed Gold Mine to enjoying
the best in auto racing at
Charlotte Motor Speedway to
shooting through the Howlin’
Tornado at the Great Wolf Lodge
indoor water park and hotel,
visitors to Cabarrus County
are making a loud splash in
the region’s economy.
“Tourism is a vital industry
to Cabarrus County and has
experienced exponential growth
in recent years,” says Donna
Carpenter, president and CEO of
the Cabarrus County Convention
and Visitors Bureau. “In fact, the
economic impact from tourism
has more than quadrupled in
just two decades.”
The region’s tourism industry
joins a diverse and sophisticated
economic base that includes

advanced manufacturing, logistics
and life sciences. Its unique cultural
and recreation opportunities have
made Cabarrus County a major
destination for visitors, generating
a $313 million economic impact
supported by a visitor industry job
base of almost 4,000 employees.
Cabarrus: Motorsports Mecca
Cabarrus County is a motor
sports mecca, with more than 200
motorsports-related businesses
including the Charlotte Motor
Speedway and a Who’s Who
of NASCAR race teams.
“We have a variety of race-related
activities to keep any race fan
entranced for days,” Carpenter says.
“There’s NASCAR at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, drag racing
at the zMAX Dragway, monster
truck at the Dirt Track, plus the

many race shops and museums to
experience. If you’re a daredevil,
you may even try your hand at
one of our driving experiences.”
Shop and Dine, Pan for Gold
Retail is a major draw, with a
“shop ‘til you drop” experience
at Concord Mills Mall that can
be followed up with a relaxing
spa getaway at one of the county’s
28 hotel properties or a delicious
meal at more than 200 restaurants.
A wealth of cultural and historic
attractions, from art galleries
to museums to performing arts,
are located in the historic 1876
Cabarrus Courthouse, while
the Reed Gold Mine is the site
of the first documented gold
find in the United States.
Now drawing thousands of
visitors annually to restored

Cabarrus County by the numbers

179,310

$59,762

83,132

Cabarrus County
Population (2010)

Median Household
Income

Labor Force

b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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plug in, sign on, visit cabarrus county
The Cabarrus County Convention and Visitors Bureau has launched
a new website (visitcabarrus.com) to provide visitors with more dynamic
information on everything Cabarrus County has to offer, plus numerous
resource guides and maps that are available at the primary visitor
information center on Bruton Smith Boulevard.

underground tunnels and a
reconstructed stamp mill, visitors
can learn about the gold rush
days of North Carolina and
pan for gold.
“Visitors can find gold almost
every day from the panning
area,” says Larry Neal, site
manager of Reed Gold Mine.
With several special events,
including spring and fall festivals
and June’s Pan-O-Lympics, visitors
find plenty of opportunities to
explore the mine’s exhibits and
enjoy the constant 55-degree
underground temperatures.
Future plans include
redeveloping the Talking Rocks
Trail, additional hands-on
activities and a return of costume
interpretation, Neal says.
“We’re lucky to have so
many wonderful attractions
that draw millions of visitors
to Cabarrus County each year,”
Carpenter says.

visitors deliver
economic punch
• Economic impact from domestic
tourism estimated at $313 million,
up 6.88 percent from 2009
• 3,680 jobs attributed directly
to tourism and travel industry

Todd Bennet t

• $68.9 million annual payroll

Reed Gold Mine in Concord is the site of the first documented gold find in the U.S.
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• State and local tax revenues from
travel amounted to $24.8 million,
or $365.59 in tax savings to each
county household
Source: “Economic Impact of Travel
on North Carolina Counties,” 2010

Primed for Growth
Innovation is engine for Cabarrus economy
Cabarrus County, located just
outside Charlotte, is home to more
than 179,000 residents. The county’s
population grew nearly 36 percent
between 2000 and 2010. Its
expanding roster of industries
includes dozens of innovative
companies focusing on life sciences,
manufacturing and logistics.
Location, transportation and
brain power are fueling that growth,
says John Cox, president and CEO
of the Cabarrus Regional Chamber
of Commerce and Cabarrus
Economic Development.
“Our proximity to Charlotte Douglas
International Airport, the Concord
Regional Airport and the North
Carolina Research Campus, which

is home to nine higher education
institutions, plays a major role in our
success,” Cox says. “The David H.
Murdock Core Research Institute
contains 311,000 square feet of the
most technologically advanced lab
space in the world focusing on life
sciences and nutrition.”
And don’t forget the Charlotte
Motor Speedway, which Cox describes
as the epicenter of North Carolina’s
$6 billion motorsports industry.
Celgard, a division of Polypore,
announced a three-phase project
in Concord in 2011 that will result
in nearly $230 million in investment,
creating almost 600 jobs over
the next five years. Connextions
added 400 seats to its high-end

contact center, while PreGel
America announced a multimillion
dollar expansion that will add
40 new jobs.
The future holds even more promise.
The former Philip Morris USA plant
in Cabarrus County represents a
unique opportunity for the return
of manufacturing to this 3 millionsquare-foot facility.
“Local small businesses are
starting and growing, and the
chamber’s connection to our
university and community
college systems makes the
entrepreneurial environment
overwhelmingly positive for
startups,” Cox says.
– Betsy Williams

Where
Racing
Lives
Motorsports makes Cabarrus
economy roar

T

he economic engine
of Cabarrus County
is literally an engine.
Motorsports is a driving force
propelling the county’s economy
and its visitor traffic. From the
high-profile NASCAR teams that
have set up shop in the region to
the hundreds of companies that
support the auto racing industry
and create thousands of jobs,
Cabarrus County is definitely
“Where Racing Lives.”
“There is so much in this
region for fans, businesses and
entertainment that revolves
around not only NASCAR,
but motorsports in general,” says
Scott Cooper, vice president of
communications for Charlotte
Motor Speedway (CMS).
CMS is a 140,000-seat track that
sits in the heart of the county and

holds two major NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series races each year,
along with several other events
including the annual NASCAR
Sprint All-Star Race. The track
complex also includes the zMax
Dragway – a four-lane, allconcrete drag strip that hosts
national events – and a popular
dirt track for local racing.
In addition to these first-class
facilities, Cabarrus County is
where most of the top NASCAR
teams have their headquarters.
The list includes Hendrick
Motorsports (which has a
sprawling 215,000-square-foot
shop), Stewart-Haas Racing
(home of 2011 Sprint Cup Series
champion Tony Stewart), Roush
Fenway Racing, Richard Petty
Motorsports and Earnhardt
Ganassi Racing. In total, nearly

Right: zMax Dragway at the Charlotte Motor Speedway
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Antony Boshier

Story by Cary Estes
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90 percent of all the Sprint Cup
teams are located within 100 miles
of Charlotte Motor Speedway,
generating jobs and revenue
right along with horsepower.
“In any other sport, you’d
have teams spread out across
the country,” says Kevin Woods,
senior director of corporate
communications for Roush
Fenway Racing. “In NASCAR,
almost everybody is right in this
area. This is the hub of the sport.”

photos by Todd Benne t t

Beyond the Track
The influence of the motorsports
industry in Cabarrus County
extends far beyond the race tracks.
More than 200 motorsportsrelated enterprises are located
in the county, from new research
facilities such as Windshear,
which offers high-tech, wind
tunnel testing, to established
media companies such as the
Motor Racing Network, which
has provided radio coverage
of the sport since 1970.
“As the sport has grown, you’ve
seen a lot of businesses that have
located here in support of that
industry,” Cooper says. “There
are accountants, travel agents,
communication companies and
so many other businesses that are
based on motorsports. There truly
is just layer upon layer of the
industry located here.”
Propelled by a passionate racing
fan base, tourism generated an
economic impact for the county
of nearly $313 million in 2010,
an increase of approximately
7 percent from the previous year.
Nearly 3,700 jobs in Cabarrus
County are directly tied to
travel and tourism.
Racing-related attractions in
Cabarrus County include a tour
chronicling the life of seven-time
champion and Kannapolis native
Dale Earnhardt, the gallery of
renowned NASCAR artist
Sam Bass and the Curb Museum

18

Above: Hendrick Motorsports Museum and
Team Store in Concord Below: Charlotte
Motor Speedway’s Court of Legends
C a b a rr u s R e g i o n

for Music and Motorsports.
The Curb Museum, founded
by music industry executive
Mike Curb, includes 20,000
square feet of space devoted to
two of Curb’s passions – music
and racing. Among the exhibits
are NASCAR, IndyCar and
modified race cars including the

No. 2 car Dale Earnhardt drove
in his first Winston Cup (now
Sprint Cup) Championship and
the No. 43 car Richard Petty drove
in his 199th Winston Cup win –
a sister car to the one Petty drove
in his 200th win that now resides
at the Smithsonian Institution.
“The volume of motorsports-

related attractions sets Cabarrus
County and the surrounding
region apart as a destination,”
says Donna Carpenter, president
and chief executive officer of the
Cabarrus County Convention and
Visitors Bureau. “It’s a unique
experience that fans can’t get
anywhere else.”

motorsports industry in cabarrus county: by the numbers
3,680
Number of jobs in Cabarrus County
directly attributable to
travel and tourism.

200+
Number of motorsports-related
businesses in Cabarrus County.

140,000
Seating capacity of Charlotte Motor
Speedway, which holds events
throughout the year, highlighted by
the NASCAR races each May and October.

16,000 square feet
Size of the HD video board
at Charlotte Motor Speedway,
the largest in the world.

$312.92 million
Economic impact of tourism in
Cabarrus County, much of it
motorsports related.

10

90%

Approximate percentage of NASCAR race
teams with their headquarters
in Cabarrus County.

20,000+
Number of people employed by motorsports-related
businesses in Cabarrus County

b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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Enjoy the View
Cabarrus is home to rich cultural attractions

Story by Kevin Litwin
Photography by Todd Bennett

C

abarrus County is already a
destination for motorsports
and shopping, but beyond
cars and stores, the region
also offers a rich and varied
cultural experience.
From galleries and live theater
to music and dance, the arts scene

is alive and well throughout the
community. For example, one
of the many major attractions is
the Gem Theatre, a single-screen
movie house in Kannapolis that
opened in 1936 and still operates
to this day.
“The Gem is also one of only

a few movie theaters in the nation
that still offers some balcony
seating,” says Steve Morris, Gem
Theatre owner. “The venue is
beautiful, and seats an amazing
916 people, and we show first-run
movies. We proudly celebrated
our 75th anniversary in 2011 and
annually host a Modern Film Fest
every fall.”
Galleries and Theater
Overseeing many of the
cultural goings-on in the county
is the Cabarrus Arts Council, a
Concord-based organization that
curates four galleries and operates
the Davis Theatre performing arts
venue. All of the galleries and the
theater are in the historic 1876
Cabarrus Courthouse where
the council is headquartered.
The council also promotes arts
organizations in the region ranging
from ballet troupes to choral
groups to community theater.
“Our four downstairs galleries

Right: A visitor tours the Cabarrus Arts
Council’s galleries in Concord, located
inside the historic Cabarrus Courthouse.
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“Our four downstairs galleries host well-regarded
themed art exhibitions throughout the year…”
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host well-regarded themed art
exhibitions throughout the year,
while the Davis Theatre in our
auditorium showcases a number of
top-level touring performances –
including some from New York
and Canada,” says Noelle Rhodes
Scott, president and CEO of the
Cabarrus Arts Council. “The
227-seat theater also welcomes
a regional music series called
Footlights, and a locally produced
concert series entitled Brand
New Opry.”
The council also works with local
schools on arts outreach programs
that involve the performing and
visual arts, and supports numerous

local cultural organizations that
represent a full spectrum of the arts.
“We offer a large number of
events at a wide range of admission
prices, from free to expensive,”
Scott says. “The council provides
programs that celebrate the rich
diversity of our county and
our world.”
Organized Since the 1970s
Another group promoting the
arts is the Cabarrus Art Guild,
which was organized in the early
1970s and today has about 50
members representing all aspects
of the visual arts.
“Our members include jewelers,

The Cabarrus Courthouse is home to the Cabarrus Arts Council and the Davis Theatre.
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potters, sculptors, photographers,
painters, wood carvers – if you’re
a visual artist, you are welcome to
join us,” says Keith Pavey, president
of Cabarrus Art Guild.
The guild meets once a month
and is headquartered in the old
Gibson Mill building in Concord.
“We have artists who are
professionals, semiprofessionals
and amateurs from Cabarrus and
four surrounding counties,”
Pavey says. “We paint outdoors
often and organize a number of
interesting activities that keep
our members inspired. We help
keep the arts very alive in
Cabarrus County.”

Shh, Movie’s Starting
Cabarrus has lead role in films, TV production
Cabarrus County has been
getting its share of curtain
calls lately.
The county has become a
destination of choice for film and
television production, driven by a
combination of favorable factors
that include diverse and abundant
filming locations, four distinct
seasons and year-round mild
temperatures, and access to
a roster of major equipment
companies, a strong crew base
and numerous sound stages.
“Cabarrus County has many
different looks including a small
town feel, beautiful farms and
roads, and historic buildings,”
says Beth Petty, director of
the Charlotte Regional Film
Commission, an affiliate of the
16-county Charlotte Regional
Partnership economic development
organization that includes
Cabarrus County. “The people
of Cabarrus are also film-friendly
and accommodating.”
Petty says North Carolina
incentive programs make film
production attractive, and movie
and video projects in the Charlotte
USA region (including Cabarrus)
now account for an estimated
annual economic impact of $500
million. Dozens of feature films
and TV programs have been shot
in Cabarrus County including the
Showtime psychological thriller
series Homeland.

establishment of film-related specialty
businesses ranging from stage
production to photography to
set design.
“Filmmaking is a creative industry,
one that attracts talented people,” Petty
says. “This industry will only continue
to grow in Cabarrus County and the
Charlotte region.” – Kevin Litwin

Reel Love
In 2011, the blockbuster feature
film The Hunger Games was filmed
in Cabarrus, and high praise was
given to a 2012 movie called
A Box for Rob that was also shot
in Cabarrus, Petty says. “This region
has an Anywhere USA look, and a
lot of Los Angeles people have
migrated here for our quality of life.”
Petty adds that filmmaking has
also become a growth industry for
suppliers in the region, with the
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In the Shop
Cabarrus boasts major retail draws, thriving downtowns
Story by Betsy Williams • Photography by Todd Bennett

W

ith the largest shopping destination in
the state and two thriving downtowns,
it’s no wonder the depth and breadth
of retail opportunities in Cabarrus County
rival any community.
Concord Mills is the largest retail shopping
destination in North Carolina, attracting an
estimated 17 million people annually to its more
than 200 stores in 1.4 million square feet of space.
The complex also features three restaurants,
a food court and several entertainment venues.
“Concord Mills is a magnet for economic growth
providing thousands of jobs, increased tax revenue,
and another opportunity for North Carolina visitors
to stay longer and spend more in Cabarrus County,”
says Ray Soporowski, general manager.
Soporowski says 2011 was a good year for Concord
Mills, which added new additions including Crazy 8,
P.S. from Aeropostale, a DKNY Company Store and
Robert Wayne Footwear. “We expect more great
fashion and designer names to come in the near
future,” he says.
Meanwhile the XXI Forever store will reopen
in summer 2012 with an expansion of more than
four times its original size.
Independent Businesses Prosper in Concord
Downtown Concord is a cultural hub that features
specialty shops and a variety of local restaurants
from casual to gourmet.
“Historic downtown Concord truly has something
for everyone,” says Diane M. Young, executive
director of Concord Downtown Development Corp.
“It’s small footprint packs a diverse menu of
offerings, from wine tastings at multiple venues
to craft beers at Lil’ Roberts’ Place. Residents
and visitors enjoy art galleries and live theaters;
the Cabarrus Creamery; clothing for men,
women and children; gifts; antiques and more.”

Young notes the city has weathered the
economic downturn. “This is remarkable
given that the downtown business community
is made up solely of independently owned shops
and restaurants. Downtown is the perfect location
to explore the independently owned side of
shopping, dining and entertainment.”
Another highlight of the Concord area is
the Afton Village commercial district, which
includes distinctive architecture in a pedestrian
friendly setting.
Kannapolis is Growing Again
In Kannapolis, the good ole days are here again,
or at least on the horizon.
“I grew up here, and back in the ‘40s and ‘50s
we had a thriving downtown area,” says Gene Long,
president of Downtown Kannapolis Inc., a merchant
group working to support and grow the downtown
retail environment.
“We are beginning to grow again and our
future looks good,” he says. “We’ve got a beautiful
downtown with wide streets and lots of trees.
It is a welcoming atmosphere, and we are working
hard to make the most of that and of the quality
businesses we have.”
With the iconic Gem Theatre and some long-time
businesses like Virginia’s Fine Clothing still drawing
residents and visitors to the downtown area and new
businesses choosing downtown addresses, Long says
enthusiasm for additional growth is spreading.
Long says the DKI board meets several times a
month, and the organization has hosted a successful
fundraiser and created coupon books to reach out
to new residents with downtown deals.
One immediate goal is to expand the once-weekly
farmers market to additional days and add a roster
of special events.
“We’re energized,” Long says.

Downtown Concord includes a number of unique specialty stores and homegrown restaurants.
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25

Technology

From Mill Town
to Milestones
Kannapolis research complex attracts world-class talent

Story by Bill Lewis • Photography by Todd Bennett

B

iotechnology and life sciences
research being conducted at
the North Carolina Research
Campus in Kannapolis is creating
jobs, attracting investment and
positioning Cabarrus County for
success in the knowledge-based
economy of the future.
More than 300 people work at
the NCRC campus, a number that
is expected to reach 5,000 when
the facility is completely built
out, says Ann Gibson, the city’s
director of marketing. NCRC is

located in a former textile mill
that was once the world’s largest
producer of sheets and towels.
NCRC includes more than
1 million square feet of lab and
office space where universities
and private enterprises are
advancing scientific knowledge
about plants, fruits, vegetables
and nutrition’s links to disease
and good health.
“When research, health and
nutrition are discussed, the
region aims to make Kannapolis

and the NCRC what they think
of,” says Steve Leath, vice
president of the David H.
Murdock Research Institute.
Vision of NCRC
The vision and funding for the
NCRC originated with Murdock,
whose investment of $1.5 billion
paved the way for creation of the
NCRC. The former textile mill
closed in 2003, where as many
as 20,000 people worked.
A year later, Murdock, owner

North Carolina higher education institutions with a presence at NCRC: 
• Appalachian State University’s Human
Performance Laboratory
• Duke University’s Translational Medicine Institute
• NC A&T State University’s Center of Excellence
for Post Harvest Technologies
• North Carolina Central University’s Nutrition
Research Program
• NC State University’s Plants for Human Health
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• UNC Chapel Hill’s Nutrition Research Institute
• UNC Charlotte’s Bioinformatics Research Center
• The UNC Greensboro Center for Research
Excellence in Bioactive Food Components
• Rowan-Cabarrus Community
College’s Biotechnology Training
Center, a three-floor, 62,000 square-foot
facility that is a “hands-on realistic
training environment.”

Rowan-Cabarrus Community College’s
Biotechnology Training Center

b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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of Dole Food Co., purchased
the property. Partnering with
Kannapolis and the University
of North Carolina system, he
envisioned turning the property
into a center for nutritional and
scientific research. In September
2005, the NCRC was announced.
The facility has attracted
private-sector investments
to Kannapolis from various
companies. Eight North Carolina
universities also have a presence
at the NCRC.
Kannapolis and the NCRC
received the 2011 Innovative Small
Business Community Award from
North Carolina Gov. Bev Perdue.
Communities were selected based
on their creative solutions to
improve quality of life and
well-being through job creation
and job sustaining activities.
The NCRC is now anchored by
universities, the Rowan-Cabarrus
Community College Biotech
Training Center and the

David H. Murdock Research
Institute, and has attracted
partners such as LabCorp and
Carolinas HealthCare System.
Private-Public Partnership
Private enterprises and
government agencies active
at the NCRC include:
Sensory Spectrum: The company
provides custom designed studies
of consumers’ interactions with
the look, feel, taste and smell
of products.
Dole Food Co.: Dole is the
world’s largest seller of fruits and
vegetables. The Dole Nutrition
Research Laboratory’s work allows
Dole to produce healthier fruits
and vegetables and affects
decisions regarding ingredients
and product packaging.
General Mills: The world’s
sixth-largest food company
and maker of brands such as
Green Giant and Betty Crocker,
is forming partnerships to

improve the nutrition of food.
Immune Tolerance Institute:
ITI is dedicated to advancing
the discovery and development
of treatments for immune
system-related diseases.
Monsanto: The company’s
research focuses on improving
the flavor, taste and nutritional
properties of fruits and vegetables.
The Cabarrus Health Alliance:
Patients and clients can take
advantage of the education
and research opportunities
at the NCRC.
U.S. Department of Agriculture:
The human nutrition program
within the USDA Agricultural
Research Service ensures the
food supply is safe, affordable,
nutritious and healthy.
The David H. Murdock Research
Institute: DHMRI bridges the
research gap between academia
and industry by providing
research solutions in a
customer-based environment.

EVERYONE

Can Join!

SouthernSelectCCU.com
Kannapolis & Concord

Transportation

Crossroads
of Commerce
Cabarrus transportation network saves time and money

Story by Bill Lewis • Photography by Todd Bennett

T

ime is money in today’s
business world, and Cabarrus
County’s integrated network
of highways, rail and air, including
strategically located Concord
Regional Airport, saves both
for the growing number of
companies discovering the region.
With assets including nearby
Charlotte Douglas International
Airport, Class I rail service, direct

30

C a b a rr u s R e g i o n

access to Interstate 85 and
proximity to I-77 and I-40 –
and a location within a day’s
drive of 60 percent of the U.S.
population – the region is attracting
investments by companies such
as S.P. Richards Co., which
announced plans for an $11.8
million facility to distribute
wholesale business products.
Other prominent companies

including Shoe Show, Stanley
Black & Decker and Saddle Creek
Corp. have major distribution
operations here.
NASCAR Air Force
For many businesses, cityowned Concord Regional Airport
is the facility of choice when it
comes to moving their products
and people. Already known as the

Concord Regional Airport is just 16 miles
from the heart of Charlotte.

home of the so-called NASCAR
Air Force because of its popularity
with many major motorsports
teams, the airport is a driving
economic development force.
“It is very important to have
a good quality general aviation
airport serving our community. It
is not the (only) reason a company
would look at our area, but the
most prosperous companies will

not move to an area where they
can’t fly,” says Richard Lewis,
Concord Regional Airport
aviation director.
“Concord Regional Airport
is the best entrance into the
Concord-Charlotte market. With
the ability to land, taxi to the
terminal and get in a rental car
within minutes of landing, the
executive’s time is accommodated

and productivity is increased,”
he says.
A Job Creator
The airport’s importance is not
limited to the people who use it.
It is responsible for generating
864 jobs, directly and indirectly.
Total payroll attributed to the
airport’s presence adds up to more
than $34 million. The airport has
b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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a total economic impact on the
region of more than $110 million
a year, according to a recent study.
The airport’s proximity to I-85
and location just minutes from
downtown Concord and Charlotte’s
central business district have
helped make it North Carolina’s
fourth-busiest corporate and
general aviation airport.
To make air travel more
convenient and safer, Concord
Regional is growing. The runway,
previously 5,500 feet long, was
lengthened to 7,400 feet. It has
been reinforced to handle larger
and heavier aircraft and can
now accommodate 737 jetliners.
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The most prominent addition
will be a new, 125-foot control
tower. Airport officials are
finalizing approval for the tower
and are prepared to seek funding
if needed. The tower could be
under construction by fall 2012.
The new structure will replace
an existing 36-foot tower and
provide better security and
additional space for controllers
and their equipment.
The investments being made in
the airport are also an investment
in the Cabarrus region’s
desirability as a business location.
“Business aviation serves 10
times the number of communities –

more than 5,000 airports –
served by commercial airlines.
This means companies using
business aviation can directly
access the markets where their
customers and clients are located
and can do business face-to-face,”
Lewis says.
“It enables them to increase
productivity, provides f lexibility
and helps companies reach
for new opportunities. Business
aviation allows the transport
of products and equipment that
may be too large or too sensitive
for transport in an airliner’s
overhead bin or cargo hold,”
he says.

“It is very important to have a good
quality general aviation airport
serving our community.”

Concord Regional Airport

Nearby attractions include:

• Open 24/7/365
• 60,534 operations annually
• 184 based aircraft
• Control tower
• Instrument landing system
• 7,400-foot by 100-foot runway
• Fourth-busiest airport
in North Carolina

bank of america
Stadium – 18 miles
Hendrick Motorsports
Museum – 3 miles

Charlotte Motor
Speedway – 3 miles

Health

Technically Speaking
CMC-NorthEast invests in leading-edge treatment
Story by Kevin Litwin
Photography by Todd Bennett

C

arolinas Medical CenterNorthEast began in 1937 as
a tiny community hospital.
In 2012, it is a 457-bed regional
medical center with 3,600
employees and 440 physicians,
and is the largest employer
in Cabarrus, Rowan and
Stanly counties.
The hospital in Concord,
which has the region’s only
Level III trauma center, also
houses the area’s only Level IV
neonatal intensive care unit,
as well as the Jeff Gordon
Children’s Hospital (JGCH).
“Citizens that live in our region
have easy access to state-of-the-art
children’s services, and depend on

Carolinas Medical CenterNorthEast Facts and Figures
• Treats more than 85,000 patients annually.
• Is the largest employer in Cabarrus,
Rowan and Stanly counties.
• In addition to the main Concord medical
center, operates 30 outpatient clinics
in Cabarrus, Rowan and Stanly counties.
Phyllis Wingate, president
of CMC-NorthEast in Concord

• U.S. News & World Report named the
hospital a top performer in seven adult
specialties on its list of Best Hospitals
in 2011.
b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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We will value, teach and empower
each student in a culture of
educational excellence.
Vision:
• To produce globally competitive lifelong learners through rigorous and
relevant curriculum taught by highly prepared visionary leaders who
recognize the importance of engaging a diverse body of learners.
• To provide 21st-century resources through responsible and efficient use
of funding.
• To ensure success for all students in safe, inviting and healthy learning
communities by building upon a foundation of stakeholder support and
caring/respectful relationships.

WWW.cabarrus.k12.nc.us
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Cabarrus Family
Medicine-Concord
• Recognized in 2011 by the
National Committee on
Quality Assurance, a private
nonprofit organization
dedicated to improving
health-care quality
and standards.
• Cabarrus Family MedicineConcord was praised for
using information systems
to measure practice-wide
clinical quality and
improving clinical outcomes
at the point of care. CFM
was founded in 1983 and
has grown to include seven
sites in Cabarrus and
Stanly counties.
• Besides clinical services,
CFM also provides services
for mental health needs
through their Psychological
and Behavioral Health
office located in Concord,
plus has a Sports Medicine
and Injury Center
in Concord.

the high standard of care provided
by JGCH and our affiliation with
Levine Children’s Hospital,” says
Phyllis Wingate, president of
CMC-NorthEast. “We have an
impressive group of subspecialists
and are a Center of Excellence
for pediatric epilepsy.”
CMC-NorthEast attracts top
physicians and staff to support
new programs in every department,
Wingate says. “We are meeting
the growing need for specialized
services, and have access to the
latest technology,” she says.
“We provide the latest treatment
options for patients.”
Celebrating a Diamond Jubilee
In 2012, its 75th anniversary,
CMC-NorthEast opened or started
construction on various projects

including CMC-Kannapolis,
a 24/7 freestanding emergency
department that opened in
January on the border of
Cabarrus and Rowan counties.
Gateway II, a 77,600-square-foot
medical office building, also opened
in January 2012. It features an
urgent care facility, occupational
health, cardiac rehab, physical
therapy and Piedmont
Orthopedic Specialists.
And in 2013, the 40-bed
Carolinas RehabilitationNorthEast will provide in-patient
rehab services to people who
have suffered a stroke, serious
brain or spinal injury, or other
debilitating conditions.
“CMC-NorthEast has also
converted to digital medical
records, providing more continuity

of care and patient safety,”
Wingate says. “With digital
records, patient information
can be accessed from anywhere
in the system, ensuring that
the most up-to-date information
about a patient’s care is available
to any physician providing care.”
Rowan Regional
Medical Center
Cabarrus County also is served
by Rowan Regional Medical
Center. RRMC observed its
75th anniversary in 2011 and
opened Rowan County’s first
hospice facility.
In 2012, the hospital added
specialty physicians, expanded
cardiology services and
made improvements to its
emergency department.
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Class Acts
Cabarrus schools earn high marks for innovation

Story by Kevin Litwin
Photography by Todd Bennett

G

o to the head of the class if
you know that Kannapolis
City Schools has nine schools
whose students consistently
achieve some of the highest
physical science scores in all
of North Carolina.
KCS is also one of only seven
districts in the state equipped
with a Cyber Campus, which
provides enhanced curriculum
options to students via video
conference courses. The program,
a partnership with the North
Carolina School of Science and
Math, is housed at A. L. Brown
High School.

“The Cyber Campus gives
our students many opportunities
they wouldn’t normally have
in a [traditional] high school
educational setting,” says Kevin
Garay, A. L. Brown principal.
“Students work on laptops and
interact with a professor through
video conferencing in a real
classroom setting, in courses
such as honors forensics, honors
psychology and Mandarin Chinese.”
Building Roller Coasters
In addition, A. L. Brown has
opened a new 50,000-square-foot
STEM (science, technology,

engineering and math) Academy
on campus. STEM Academy offers
courses such as 3-D engineering,
biologics, forensics, genetics,
microbiology, physics, projectbased science and robotics.
Additional curricula will be
added for the 2012-13 school year.
“STEM Academy is a four-story
building addition to our school,
and at some point, every student
at A. L. Brown will take a course
in the Academy,” Garay says.
“We still have the usual biology,
chemistry and physical science
classes, but now much more.
For example, students in a

Kannapolis City Schools facts

Cabarrus County Schools Facts

•

The graduation rate in Kannapolis City Schools is
among the best in North Carolina.

•

The school system is based in Concord, N.C.

•

KCS students consistently have the highest physical
science scores in North Carolina.

•

Nearly 40 schools make up the district,
with more than half being elementary schools.

•

The district outperforms the state in algebra II, biology,
chemistry, civics, economics, geometry and writing.

•

CCS is regarded as one of the top school
systems in North Carolina, with students
consistently scoring high on achievement tests.

•

KCS receives more than 1,000 applications
annually from teachers throughout the nation.

•

CCS serves all of Cabarrus County except for parts
of Kannapolis, which has its own school district.
b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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Cabarrus County
Private Schools
In addition to its high-performing public
schools, Cabarrus County includes a variety
of quality private educational institutions,
including Cannon School, Covenant Classical
School and First Assembly Christian School
in Concord and Harvest Christian Academy,
North Kannapolis Christian Academy and
Footprints Christian Academy in Kannapolis.
In addition, the county’s first charter school,
Carolina International Charter School, opened
in 2004 in Harrisburg. The school accepts
applications and chooses attendees using a
lottery system, placing all unselected students
on waiting lists. Each grade level focuses on
an international city, writing to pen pals and
communicating electronically to develop
relationships with peers from other countries.

robotics class learn how to
build roller coasters and bridges.
A lot of colleges don’t have
the equipment that we have
in our STEM labs.”
Cabarrus County Schools
At Cabarrus County Schools,
the district educates more than
28,000 students, and its 39 schools
had three honors schools of
excellence and 13 schools of
distinction in 2010-11. Its high
school students consistently
outperform students across the
state and the nation on the SAT.
“I’m a believer in people rather
than programs, so the teachers
in our respective schools meet
early in the school year to create
assessment initiatives for
students,” says Barry Shepherd,
superintendent of Cabarrus County

Schools. “Then the teachers
continue to meet later to see
which students are doing well, and
which students need further help.”
Teacher Collaboration
Shepherd says a key, essential
mission of the district is to
provide professional learning
communities, where teachers
have the ability to come together,
collaborate and reflect on what
is currently being accomplished –
and can be accomplished in the
future – at their respective schools.
“Our graduation rate has been
steadily increasing in recent years,
and a key reason behind that
success is teachers working
together at each of our schools,”
Shepherd says. “I praise our
teachers all the time, for a
variety of good reasons.”

Left: A.L. Brown High School in Kannapolis includes a new STEM Academy. Right: Mt.
Pleasant High School is one of nearly 40 schools in the Cabarrus County Schools system.
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In High Demand
Rowan-Cabarrus college introduces more STEM courses
curriculum at the North Carolina
Research Campus.
“Our health-care program is
very strong, with 100 percent
of our recent class passing the
nursing exam,” Dibley says.
RCCC maintains two main
campuses – in Cabarrus County
and Rowan County – and four
satellite facilities.
“One of our key pushes these

Rowan-Cabarrus Community
College in Concord is offering
more courses than ever in 2012.
“One of our biggest focuses
at the college in 2012 is STEM
(science, technology, engineering
and math) education, preparing
our students for those kinds of
in-demand careers,” says Paula
Dibley, RCCC director of college
relations, marketing and
communications. “STEM has
become a national education
focus at the White House and
all across the country. It’s a good
path for students who will be
seeking top jobs and marketable
positions in this tough economy.”
According to Dibley, STEMskilled students are coveted
job seekers.
“Employers want these team
players who know how to solve
problems and can think critically on
their own,” she says. “Companies
are also looking for people with
interpersonal skills and writing
skills. These are all key assets
in today’s competitive markets.”

days is a completion agenda,
urging students to earn a
certificate or degree, instead
of just taking a bunch of courses
and then ending their educational
pursuit,” Dibley says. “Employers
today want to see certificates or
diplomas. Almost gone are the
days of finding a top-notch career
without the proper education.”
– Kevin Litwin

RCCC at NCRC
RCCC also offers a biotechnology
program and health-care

Todd Bennet t

Rowan-Cabarrus
Community College
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Livability

Gold-Plated
Attraction
Reed Gold Mine is
a Cabarrus gem
Story by Jessica Walker
Photography by Todd Bennett

I

t’s no secret that what glitters isn’t always gold –
but when someone spots something shiny in
Reed Gold Mine, it is usually the real deal.
Located in what is now the city of Midland
in Cabarrus County, Reed Gold Mine was
the site of the first recorded gold discovery
in the United States in 1799.
The First Gold Rush Begins
John Mills, executive vice president of the
Cabarrus County Convention and Visitors Bureau,
says 12-year-old Conrad Reed made the discovery
when he found a 17-pound gold nugget while he
was fishing in Little Meadow Creek. Unaware of
the nugget’s value, John Reed, Conrad’s father,
Clockwise from top left: Reed Gold Mine in its current state; Reed
Gold Mine in earlier years; Exhibits are displayed in the mine’s
visitors center; A couple makes their way through the mine’s
entrance; The mine draws 44,000 visitors annually.
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plan your trip
Throughout the year, Reed
Gold Mine is open Tuesday
through Saturday from
9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
For more information,
call (704) 721-4653
or go to www.nchistoric
sites.org/reed.

used it as a doorstop before selling
it to a Fayetteville jeweler for $3.50.
When he returned to his farm, John
Reed and his family began to comb the
creek bed for more gold. They searched
most aggressively during summer months
when their crops required little attention
and the creek bed was dry.
In 1803, John Reed recruited three of
his friends to help with the search, which
started the nation’s first gold rush nearly
50 years before the California boom.
“In early 19th-century North Carolina,
only farming employed more people
than gold mining,” Mills says.
John Reed’s friends supplied equipment
and workers in exchange for using his
land, and before the first year of their
partnership was complete, a 28-pound
nugget was found. The group discovered
nearly $100,000 worth of gold by 1824
(around $2 million in today’s dollars.)
In 1831, underground work began
at the mine, which enabled miners
to get their hands on even more gold.
Reed Gold Mine Attracts Locals,
Tourists, Students
Since John Reed’s death in 1845,
the mine’s ownership has changed
hands multiple times. It is a major

attraction in Cabarrus County,
drawing approximately 44,000
visitors in 2011.
“We have one of the few underground
mines the public can tour on a daily
basis,” says Larry Kent Neal Jr., site
manager of Reed Gold Mine.
From April through October, guests can
pan for gold along Little Meadow Creek.
“People find gold every day,” Neal says.
“Anything you find in the panning area
is yours to keep.”
To pan for gold, visitors each pay $2, or
$1.50 per person for a group of 15 or more.
Guests can also peruse the mine’s
visitor center, tour a restored ore-crushing
stamp mill, watch a short film about the
history of gold and explore the property’s
nature trails.
In addition, the mine hosts Carolina
Heritage Days, a two-day event where
fourth-grade students and their teachers
view demonstrations on the history
of the mine, the county and the state.
A Christmas program is also offered,
with holiday-themed tours explaining
how Christmas was celebrated at
the mine.
“We’re working to develop more
programming in 2012 and 2013,”
Neal says.

Reed Gold Mine is the site of the first documented gold discovery in the United States.
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Choose Your Course
Private golf clubs, public links make Cabarrus a great place to play
With a moderate, sunny climate and top-notch courses,
Cabarrus County is a perfect place to play the game
of golf.
The Club at Irish Creek, located in Kannapolis, is
a private course that includes a 400-acre lake visible
from 16 of the 18 holes. Designed by PGA Tour standout
Davis Love III, the course was laid out so that members
who prefer to walk can do so as they enjoy their round.
In addition to its high-quality links, The Club at Irish
Creek has a practice facility featuring a two-tier green
ideal for chipping and putting, as well as a small course
consisting of six par-three holes.
Members of Irish Creek can relax after their round
in a three-story clubhouse that includes locker rooms,
a full-service golf shop, a lounge, restaurant and ballrooms.
For more than 80 years, the Cabarrus Country Club
in Concord has not only been a draw for golf, but also for
tennis, swimming and a variety of social activities. The
18-hole course at CCC was designed by George Cobb and
plays 7,116 yards from the blue tees. Water comes into

play on 11 holes, and the club’s sand bunkers are known
for their difficulty.
Also in Concord, Rocky River Golf Club was designed by
Dan Maples and is managed by Embassy Suites, offering
the opportunity for stay-and-play packages for visitors.
This course, open to the public, offers a challenge
due to its large, contoured greens and tight fairways
that require precise ball placement, since wetlands and
seeded fescue make up the rough. Rocky River also has
a practice area including a green for short game work
and a driving range with 30 grass tee stations.
Rocky River Golf Club’s
clubhouse is home to
The Stonehouse Grille,
which provides both
breakfast and lunch
specials, as well as
a full menu prepared
by the chef.
– Jessica Walker

Combining Today’s Trends to Make Tomorrow’s Traditions
Proudly Serving Cabarrus, Kannapolis and the Rowan Region Since 1913

visit our

advertisers
Cabarrus Bank & Trust
www.cabarrusbankandtrust.com
Cabarrus County
www.cabarruscounty.us
Cabarrus County Convention
& Visitors Bureau
www.visitcabarrus.com
Cabarrus County Schools
www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us

The Whitley Family Offers You
Personalized Services:

Cabarrus Economic Development
www.cabarrusedc.com

•

Traditional Funerals

•

Cremation Services

•

Hospitality Center with Full Kitchen
for Receptions, Reunions, etc.

•

Two Chapels on Premises

•

Audiovisual System

•

Pre-Financial Arrangements through
Trust Funds or Insurance Plans

City of Concord
www.ci.concord.nc.us

Whitley’s
FUNERAL

Carolinas Medical
Center Northeast
www.carolinashealthcare.org

HOME

1748 Dale Earnhardt Blvd. • Kannapolis, NC 28083

(704) 933-2222
www.whitleysfuneralhome.com

CM Black Construction
Company Inc.
www.cmblack.com
Embassy Suites
www.embassysuitesconcord.com
Great Wolf Lodge
www.greatwolf.com
Rowan Cabarrus
Community College
www.rowancabarrus.edu
Rowan Regional
Medical Center
www.rowan.org
S&D Coffee Inc.
www.sndcoffee.com
Southern Select Community
Credit Union
www.southernselectccu.com

Living
green
starts from the ground up.
Living green is making sure the air in your home is healthy for your family to breathe. Test
your home for radon and build radon-resistant. It's easy. That's living healthy and green.

Just call 866-730-green or visit www.epa.gov/radon
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The Refuge Inc.
www.therefuge.net
The Speedway Club
www.gospeedwayclub.com
Whitley’s Funeral Home
www.whitleysfuneralhome.com

economic profile
Business snapshot

population
Cabarrus County: 179,310
MSA: 1.8 million
Households: 67,937
Average age: 37.7
(2010 Data)

Population Centers
Concord: 79,066
Kannapolis: 42,625
Harrisburg: 11,526
Midland: 3,121
Mount Pleasant: 1,652

Major Employers
Carolinas Medical CenterNorthEast: 4,500
Concord Mills Mall: 4,000
Cabarrus County Schools: 3,800
Cabarrus County Government: 975
City of Concord: 936
Connextions: 900
North Carolina Government: 771
Kannapolis City Schools: 750
Shoe Show: 700
Hendrick Motorsports: 500
ACN: 500
Great Wolf Lodge & Resort: 500
Roush Fenway Racing: 475
Perdue Products: 460
S&D Coffee: 425
Sysco Foods: 420
(2010 Data)

Cabarrus County offers a diverse economic base, location to major
markets, fully developed infrastructure, skilled workforce and strong
business climate that position it firmly among the most competitive
counties in the nation. Located in the Charlotte, N.C. MSA, the county
is home to some 200 motorsports-related businesses and a burgeoning
life sciences sector.

Labor Force
Statistics
Labor force (Feb. 2012): 90,160
Unemployment rate: 9.7%
(2010 Data)

Income
Median Household Income:
$59,762
Per-Capita Income: $26,165
(2010 Data)

Transportation
Highways

I-85 crosses through the county,
which is within 30 minutes of I-77

and I-40. U.S. Highways 3, 24/27,
29, 49, 52 and 601

Airports
Concord Regional Airport
www.concordnc.gov
Charlotte Douglas
International Airport
www.charlotteairport.com

Rail Service

CSX www.csxi.com
Norfolk Southern www.nscorp.com
Aberdeen & Western Carolina
Railway Co. www.acwr.com
Amtrak Carolinian/Piedmont
www.amtrak.com
Source: cabarrusedc.com,
charlotteusa.com, census.gov

Key Industry
Sectors
Services: 41.5%
Retail Trade: 12.3%
Manufacturing: 12.1%
Construction: 8.8%
Finance, Insurance
& Real Estate: 8.1%
Transportation
& Utilities: 5.7%
Wholesale Trade: 4.7%
Public Administration: 3.4%
Information: 2.7%

What’s Online
For more in-depth demographic, statistical and community information
on the Cabarrus Region, go to businessclimate.com/cabarrus-county
and click on Economic Profile.

b u s i n e sscl i m a t e . c o m / c a b a rr u s - c o u n t y
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Ad Index
36 Cabarrus Bank & Trust

23 Embassy Suites

15 Cabarrus County

C2 Great Wolf Lodge

45 Cabarrus County
Convention &
Visitors Bureau

38 Rowan Cabarrus
Community College

36 Cabarrus County Schools
2 Cabarrus
Economic Development
C4 Carolinas Medical
Center Northeast

34 Rowan Regional
Medical Center
1 S&D Coffee Inc.
29 Southern Select 
Community Credit Union
6 The Refuge Inc.

33 City of Concord
C3 The Speedway Club
10 CM Black Construction
Company Inc.

46 Whitley’s Funeral Home

Through the Lens

Get the Story Behind the Photo
Now that you’ve experienced the Cabarrus Region through our photos, see it through the eyes
of our photographers. Visit throughthelensjci.com to view our exclusive photographers’ blog
documenting what all went in to capturing those perfect moments.
From Our Photo Blog:
Cabarrus Region
Driving along Union Street in
downtown Concord, I couldn’t help
but notice the large Coca-Cola mural
on the side of a building. I did a double
take, looped around the block, got out
of my car and waited. It was late in
the afternoon and I wanted to capture
someone in front of the mural.
Eventually, a child and a woman
pushing a stroller appeared. They must
have been reading my mind, as they
walked right in front of the mural.
It wasn’t until I got back to my hotel
that I learned the story behind the mural.
I was thumbing through a local
magazine when I found a blurb about it.
The mural was hidden from view until
2009, when it was rediscovered during
building renovations.
It’s amazing what you’ll find when
you’re not really looking for anything.
Posted by Todd Bennett

More Online

See more favorite photos and read
the stories behind the shots at
throughthelensjci.com.

48

C a b a rr u s R e g i o n

